Believe it or not, more than 350
different kinds of animals may . ‘ : ‘ :
share a gopher tortoise’s burrow. e | W o s 3 il
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go in to find food. And some, such ) 3 ) ‘ |

as the gopher cricket, live nowhere
else on Earth!

The gopher tortoise doesn’t
seem to mind any of these house-
guests. They just get out of the way
as the tortoise comes and goes.
When a gopher tortoise leaves a
burrow for good, animals such as
foxes or burrowing owls may take it
over for raising young.

is easy to recognize, with
half-circle shape. d
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might seek shelter in a tortoise - ¥
burrow. It might even lay eggs
in the warm sand outside the
burrow’s entrance.

Small mammals such as this
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may scurry into a tortoise’s

burrow to escape fire or

a predator.
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